
JULIA PAGE: My name is Julia Page. I'm a longtime member of the 

Northern Plains Resource Council in Montana and served as chair 

in the mid-1990s. Northern Plains is a member of the Western 

Organization of Resource Councils, a regional network of 

grassroots community groups that includes over 12,000 members 

and 39 local chapters. Thank you for holding these hearings and 

committing to review and update the coal program. We can't 

afford to continue to sell our federal coal at below fair market 

value in a manipulated and opaque system that is not competitive 

and gives an unfair subsidy. The coal industry needs to step up 

and into the 21st industry. Throughout the country, taxpayers 

are rebelling against unnecessary spending and are demanding 

that their tax dollars are well spent. Hidden subsidies in the 

coal program do not pass muster. It is estimated that the coal 

program costs taxpayers $1 billion a year in lost revenue. 90 

percent of the leases are sold in auctions with only one bidder. 

The companies control where coal is leased. Coal companies also 

exploit loopholes to pay less than half the royalty rate 

required by law. Coal companies are gaming the system and 

cheating taxpayers. We need much more transparency in this 

program. We need to close loopholes and get a fair return for 

taxpayer-owned coal. I ran a small business in Gardiner, Montana 

for 26 years. We had to live up to our promises and operate 

within the law. As a small business owner I often shook my head 

at the way some big businesses seemed to get away with 

exploiting loopholes and not living up to expectations. This has 

been happening too long in the coal industry. In the past ten 

years, the country has experienced an upheaval in its domestic 

energy supplies. Wind and solar energy are growing more 

competitive than ever, and natural gas is bourgeoning. The cost 

of coal in terms of degraded air, land, and water resources is 

more and more apparent, and our warming climate is taking a toll 

all over the world. Last summer, water temperatures in the 

Columbia River killed off an estimated 300,000 salmon attempting 

to return up river to spawn. This spring residents of Fort 

McMurray in Canada had to flee a wildfire that over ran their 

town. This was in May in the Boreal Forest of Northern Alberta, 

latitude 56 degrees north. There's an expression that the stone 

age didn't end because we ran out of stones. Similarly the era 

of dominant coal-fired power generation is ending, not because 

we're out coal but because there are abundant, cheaper, cleaner 

new sources of energy. The coal companies have exploited the 

coal program for long enough. There is still enough coal leased 

to keep mining for 20 years. BLM can take the time now to craft 



a new coal program that is transparent, provides a fair return 

to taxpayers, lives up to the promise to reclaim mine land and 

protect the air, land, and water we depend on. This is the way 

to have a viable coal industry into the future. BLM must update 

and reform the coal program now to better serve the American 

public. Thank you.     


